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OLE TATE




e Who | am — Cole Tate, Hood College graduating senior (BA
Spanish; German & Arabic minors)

e Purpose of the exchange — Strengthen Frederick’s Sister City
relationships through cultural immersion and firsthand
experience

e Cities visited — Schifferstadt & Moerzheim, Germany

e Goals of the trip — Cultural learning, language practice,
relationship-building, and representing Frederick abroad

e Overview of the presentation — What | learned, who | met,
cultural insights, impactful moments, and contributions to
Sister Cityhood



Personal growth — strengthen my
language skills and cultural competency
Professional development — gain real-
world intercultural experience as an
interpreter

Relationship-building — support
Frederick’s long-standing Sister City
partnerships

Cultural immersion — learn directly from
residents, leaders, and host families
Representation — serve as a positive
amlbassador for Frederick abroad

IVWUIRIICTI L

Fran_kfurt am Main

Wiesbaden:
Trier Mainz Darmstadt
: Wirzb
Ludwigshafen oo
Heidelberg
@ Saarbriicken
Heilbronn
Karlsruhe
@ Stuttgart
Ulm
| A
Freiburg



ABOUT SCHIFFERSTADT & MOERZHEIM

e Schifferstadt: a vibrant town with
deep agricultural roots and
strong community identity

e Moerzheim: a close-knit wine
village with rich traditions and
local pride

e Both cities showed me how
history, culture, and community -
values shape daily life




MOST IMPACTFUL MOMENT
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DIE GESCHICHTE DER PARTNERSTADTE

e Partnership rooted in shared German heritage

e Began after Schifferstadt visitors discovered
Frederick’s historic Schifferstadt House (built by
a Schifferstadt emigrant)

e Frederick's founder came from Moerzheim,
strengthening the connection

e Formal Sister City Association created in 1990

e Relationship maintained through exchanges,
visits, and cultural programs
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CULTURAL TAKEAWAYS

e Schifferstadt: rooted in agriculture,
community pride, and long-standing local
traditions

e Moerzheim: shaped by wine culture,

village life, and close community

connections .
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CULTURAL TAKEAWAYS

e Personal connection — built genuine relationships
with residents, hosts, and local leaders

e Cultural exchange — shared Frederick’s identity
while learning Schifferstadt & Moerzheim traditions

e Representation — served as a positive ambassador
for Frederick Sister Cities

e Future collaboration — opened doors for continued
Vvisits, communication, and partnership






MY HOSTS (1 OF 2)

e \Warm, welcoming, and
incredibly supportive
throughout my stay

e Shared local traditions,
history, and daily life
with me

e Made me feel at home
and part of the
community







ACCOMODATIONS







Host Families — Guided me through daily life and local
traditions

Local Leadership — the Mayor of Schifferstadt and the
Mayor of Moerzheim, who welcomed me and shared insights
about each community

Neighbors — friendly residents who helped me understand
the rhythm of village lite

Friends & Families — friends and their families invited me
into their homes, shared meals, and made me feel part of
the community









Greatest
Impressio




e Frederick Sister Cities Association — for organizing,
funding, supporting, and trusting me with this exchange

e My hosts — for their hospitality, guidance, and making
me feel at home

e Mayors of Schifferstadt & Moerzheim — for welcoming
me and sharing their communities with me

e Neighbors, friends, and families — for including me in
daily life and creating meaningful connections
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